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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad you’re 
here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available 

during Sunday morning services.  We also have a 
room where parents can tend to little ones while 
watching and listening to the service.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are 

available at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 

communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament here.  
As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, “This is my 
blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at 

the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second  to 
dip the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to commune 
but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or 
assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, 
quietly ask the pastor. 
 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll find a visitor’s 

card in the pew rack that you can fill out and either hand to an usher or 
drop in the offering plate.   
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15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 2, 8:30 & 10 AM 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “In Christ Alone,” Lloyd Larson 

Asking God’s Forgiveness   
Stand 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
 Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ Jesus in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s 
promise of mercy and forgiveness.  Let us therefore turn to God in trust 
and hope as we make confession of our sins. 

 

Silence is kept for self-examination. 
 

Let us pray.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence. 
And take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Give me the joy of your saving help again, 
And sustain me with your bountiful spirit.  (Psalm 51:10-12) 
 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal:  
Have mercy and hear us.  We humbly confess that we keep sinning 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we do, and by what 
we leave undone.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive us; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, rescue and restore us: that we may come 
before you in peace, find joy in your goodness, and serve you all our 
days in faith, hope and love, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 
God proves his love for us in this, that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. Romans 5:8  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ and by his authority I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
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your sins, in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn “How Great Thou Art,” #856 

Greeting 

  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

 

GOD’S WORD 
 

Today’s Prayer 
Let us pray.  O God, our strength, without you we are weak and wayward 
creatures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, 
and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that we may 
be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Sit 

From the Old Testament Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching 
you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that 
the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither add 
anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but keep 
the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am charging you. 
  6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and 
discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, 
“Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” 7For what other 
great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is whenever we call 
to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as 
this entire law that I am setting before you today? 
  9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the 
things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the 
days of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s 
children. 
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 The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  

 

From the Book of Psalms  15:1-5 

Cantor sings refrain; all sing refrain 

 
 Cantor sings verses; congregation sing verses in bold 

 
 
1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart; 
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear 
the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a-
 | gainst the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. Refrain 
 

From a New Testament letter James 1:17-27 

17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow 
due to change. 18In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the 
word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 
 
  19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, 
slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s 
righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of 
wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the 
power to save your souls. 
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  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 
themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like 
those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, 
on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 25But those who look 
into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who 
forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 
  26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive 
their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their 
distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

From one of the four Gospels Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Gospel Acclamation “On My Heart Imprint Your Image 

 
When the Gospel is announced: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 
Jerusalem gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples 
were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the 
Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their 
hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat 
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anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other 
traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze 
kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples 
not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 
hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as 
it is written,  ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far 
from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of 
you, and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can 
defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” 
  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: 
fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, 
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come from 
within, and they defile a person.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pr. Burce 

Stand 

Hymn for Today “In Christ Alone” (Hymn of the Month) ,” #592 

In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 
In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 
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There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 
No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

 
CCLI Song # 3350395 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights 
reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 896529 

Confessing our Faith  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 

 

Offering our Prayers 
After each portion of the prayers: 

 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
. . . hear our prayer. 

 

https://us.songselect.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Sharing Christ’s peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you 
And also with you.   

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
Sit 

Gathering Gifts “We All Believe in One True God,” J. C. Bach 

Stand 

The Gifts are Presented “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service,” 
#712 stanzas 1, 2 

Let us pray.  Spirit of Life  

You bring us from doubt to faith, from silence to speech, from idleness 
to action. With these gifts we offer ourselves to your service, and with 
the Church through all the ages we give thanks for the saving love of 
God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 

Preparing our hearts 

 
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . . .we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
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Prayer of Consecration 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God. . . . now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

 

Sit.  To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
 

Communion Songs 
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“Rise, O Son of Righteousness” #657 

“Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor” #475 

Stand 

Post Communion Blessing and Prayer 
 

ON OUR WAY 
 

A Final Word and Promise 
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 

 

A Song 
 
“O God, My Faithful God” #806, stanzas 1 & 4 

 

A Mission 
 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “Prelude and Fugue in F,” J. S. Bach 

 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019.  
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SERVING TODAY 
 

Preaching & Presiding Minister – Pr. Burce 
 

Assisting Ministers – Kathy Neumann (8:30); Mike Allan (10:00)  
 

Lectors – Jared Waugaman (8:30); Cathy Zalac (10:00) 
 

Communion Assistants –  Kent Skurkey, Scott Straffen,  
Christa Turnbull, Lee Vysoky(8:30); 

Bob Stoddard, Linda Stoddard, Bob Zalac (10:00) 
 

Acolytes – De’Ante Furry, Gavin Waugaman (8:30);  
Tim Hollander (10:00) 

 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Ray Durban, Marc Heidmann (8:30);  
Sid Gator, Sue Zubin (10:00) 

 

Greeters—Brenda Carpenter(8:30);  
Pat & Kathy Gallagher (10:00) 

 

Ushers – Craig Jernigan, Sarah McLeeson (8:30;  
Julia Ellerbruch, Dana Quayle, Craig Stinard (10:00) 

 

Trustee – Craig Stinard 
 

Altar Guild – Chris Gator, Martha Trapp 
 

Nursery – Jodi Norris, Kaylie Norris (10:00) 

  

  



 13 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

+ The Church in its embrace of common, ordinary people 
 

+ All who work for a living, on whose labor we all depend 
 

+ The uenemployed and underemployed 
 

+ Prince of Peace, Westlake; Good Soil Ministries, Lakewood; and other 
congregations in pastoral transition 
 

+ Newborns:   Emma Kvasnicka, daughter of Pat & Dayna Kvasnicka and 
Jacob Douglas Poole, son of Austin & Lindsey Poole 

 
+ Beth Rowlande (Susan Westcott’s sister) on the death of her husband 

John 
 
+ The ill:  Lisa Hinsch, Dorothy Juergens, Sue Nerlinger 

 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

Sept. 2—NIKOLAI F. S. GRUNDTVIG, d. 1872, bishop, theologian, hymnwriter, and 
reformer of the Danish church. 
 
Sept. 4—ALBERT SCHWEITZER, d. 1965, the world-class organist and theologian 
whose later service as a missionary doctor in Africa inspired a generation of 
European and American Christians.   
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org

